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Introduction
After unprecedented repressions in August 2020, citizens of Belarus began seeking refuge in
neighbouring states. The main destinations for them were Ukraine, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia.
However, most of our compatriots ended up in Ukraine and Poland; nevertheless, Ukraine became for
the Belarusians, in a sense, a temporary shelter, where they could not feel completely safe, but could
easily get a visa to Poland. For many political and civil activists, Poland has become the final relocation
destination.

In 2020-2021, in Poland, citizens of Belarus submitted a total of 2172 applications for international
protection.
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Note the growth of the number of applications from 58 to 377 per month, which indicates the ongoing
repressions against Belarusian citizens by Lukashenko's regime.
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The statistics below clearly shows that not only the number of such applications, but also the protection
types provided is on the rise.

In 2019, only 9% of all applicants received a positive decision; in 2020 this figure increased up to 79%,
and in 2021 – up to 95%. In our opinion, this suggests, among other things, that Polish authorities have
no longer doubts about the need to provide Belarusian political and civil activists with security because
of persecutions unleashed against them in the territory of Belarus, and no chances for them to obtain
any protection from their own state. 

This follows from the fact that the Investigating Committee of the Republic of Belarus has failed to
initiate a single criminal case on the use of torture and violence against civilians, and, in their turn,
Belarusian courts have failed to make a single fair decision on political cases.
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Refugee status

5

6

3

8

101

123

Additional protection

0

6

0

73

767

846

Consent for toleranted stay

2

0

0

0

0

2

Negative
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2

93

Termination of proceedings

28

10
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1188

Quantity

26
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1064
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38%
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95%
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Percentage, %

Source: Polish Office for Foreigners

Until 2020, Poland practically issued no visas for humanitarian reasons; however, due to the mass
departure of Belarusians from the country, it became necessary to ensure their prompt and safe exit, as
well as to reduce the burden on the Polish Border Guard (hereinafter referred to as the BG) due to the
anxiety of mass filing applications for international protection at the border crossing points. Poland has
decided to use the earlier "frozen" tool – the issuance of humanitarian visas, which has shown its
efficiency and can be used by other countries in similar situations. 

Thus, Poland has issued almost 19,000 humanitarian visas by the Polish consulates not only in Belarus,
but also in Ukraine, and, in exceptional cases, also in Lithuania.
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During the period from August 10, 2020, to October 29, 2021
Aim

Aim of visa issuance

C (short-term
Schengen visa)

D (long-term
national visa)

C and D

combined

21

Arrival based on
humanitarian reasons,
state interest or
international obligations

20

18 875

18 895

23

(PBH)

Others – based on the
Poland Business Harbour
(PBH) Programme

0

19 529

19 529

Comments

For other
citizens – 1103 

(including: 

Russia – 547, 

Ukraine – 451, Armenia
– 19)

Centre of the Belarusian Solidarity (CBS) opened its doors to Belarusians in early September 2020 in
response to an unprecedented wave of repression by the Lukashenka regime. One of the main activities
of the Centre is to provide legal assistance to repressed persons, including comprehensive assistance in
the process of obtaining visas, crossing the border, obtaining international protection (refugee status or
additional protection).
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We also published

2

comprehensive
guides

1

Provision of international protection and guidance
on getting ready for the status interview

2

My rights after receiving international
protection in Poland

We published


over

40

on the topic of obtaining
international protection
in Poland


legal advices to the topics that worry
the Belarusians arriving in Poland

The most topical of them were gathered
into a separate collection

During the year of its operation, the Centre has established cooperation with: Warsaw Bar Association
of attorneys-at-law, the Polish Office for Foreigners, the Polish Commissioner for human rights,
and the Mayoralty of Warsaw
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During their work, the lawyers of the Centre were forced to repeatedly intervene in connection with
violations of the legislation, including non-observance of citizens' rights by officials of Polish state
bodies. Based on our experience, we would like to present an overview of our practices and some
recommendations aimed at improving the work of the Polish BG.
The aims of this analytical material are as follows:
Summing up the practices of Belarusian citizens' interaction with the Polish BG;

Highlighting the identified violations in the operation of the BG;

Drafting recommendations for improving the BG's work with foreigners;

Increasing the efficiency of protecting Belarusians' rights when interacting with the BG; 

Noting the efficient practices that made it possible to speed up some processes and increase
the efficiency thereof.
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Interaction problems of Belarus' citizens with Polish Border Guard in 2020-2021:
practice and recommendations

I. Functions of Border Guard
in the Republic of Poland
According to the Polish legislation, the Border Guard (BG) is the body with which foreigners primarily
interact when crossing the border, as well as when applying for international protection.

According to the Law of the Republic of Poland on the BG of October 12, 1990, the BG's functions
include, inter alia, the following:
Organization and implementation of border control;

Prevention and counteraction of illegal migration;

Issuance of permits for crossing the state border, including visas;

Detection, prevention and disclosure of crimes and offenses, as well as prosecution, within
the BG's competences, of offenders; and

Processing of data, including personal data, concerning the state border protection, border
control, preventing and combating illegal migration, as well as presenting the respective data
to courts, prosecutor's office, bodies of state government and other state bodies authorized to
receive the data based on certain legislative acts to the extent in which it is necessary to carry
out their missions.
According to Article 289 of the Law on Foreigners of December 12, 2013, the BG performs the function
of monitoring the legality of foreigners' stay in the territory of Poland.

Besides, according to Article 24 of the Law on Granting Protection to Foreigners in the Territory
of the Republic of Poland of June 13, 2003, a foreigner submits an application for international
protection to the Chief of the Office for Foreigners through the mediation of the Border Guard. Thus,
the BG is the body to which the Belarusians who come to Poland in search of protection against political
persecution should apply.
The BG is the body that must accept an application about the provision of international protection,
identify the foreigner, fill in the form on the application on the provision of international protection,
make photo of the foreigner and fingerprint him/her. In doing so, the BG must reveal the foreigner's
belonging to groups of sensitive persons and ensure the proper enforcement of his/her rights. Also,
the BG must take the foreigner's passport into depositary, and a temporary ID certificate to him/her.
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The BG is the body that must accept an application about the provision of international
protection, identify the foreigner, fill in the form on the application on the provision of
international protection, make photo of the foreigner and fingerprint him/her. In doing so, the
BG must reveal the foreigner's belonging to groups of sensitive persons and ensure the proper
enforcement of his/her rights. Also, the BG must take the foreigner's passport into depositary,
and a temporary ID certificate to him/her.

Sample of a foreigner's temporary ID certificate

BG officers may collect information regarding one's personal data, health condition, family members,
as well as one's migration history in the European Union (EU) and the mode of transport by which the
foreigner crossed the Polish border, as well as ask for the documents that give the right to cross the
border; however, the BG does not conduct any proceedings on the case.


At this stage, the BG's mission is practically over. It must register the application and, within 48 hours
from the moment of filing it, it must submit it together with the passport and other documents
submitted by the foreigner to the body in charge of running the administrative process.


It is important to note that the BG has no right to assess the reasons for submitting the application
by a foreigner, and even in cases where the application contains no applicant's name and/or surname, or
his/her native country – it is the mission of the Polish Office for Foreigners, not the BG, to eliminate any
formal shortcomings in the application or not to accept the application for consideration. From this we
can conclude that the BG's role in the procedure for granting international protection is rather technical:
it only collects and transmits the necessary information.
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Interaction problems of Belarus' citizens with Polish Border Guard in 2020-2021:
practice and recommendations

II. Interaction practice with
Border Guard: violation, example,
recommendations

1. Acceptance of application for international protection –
legal grounds

The EU member-states must provide the necessary conditions to facilitate the submission of
applications for international protection. Every foreigner who arrives at the border of Poland has the
right to declare to the BG officer about his/her intention to cross the border in order to apply for
international protection in Poland. BG officers are obliged to accept the relevant application from
such a person and let him/her into the territory of Poland. The right to apply for recognition of the
refugee status in Poland, in accordance with the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees of July
28, 1951, is guaranteed in point 2 of Article 58 of the Polish Constitution.


When an applicant is de facto under the BG's jurisdiction and declares the need to obtain protection
from Poland, the refusal to accept such application is a gross violation and contradicts the standards
of the international law and the European legislation.


This general principle is detailed in point 2 of Article 6 of the EU Directive, which imposes on the EU
member-states an obligation to ensure that the persons intending to submit such an application could
do it as soon as possible.


The duties assigned to BG officers in terms of accepting applications for international protection,
aimed at ensuring the efficient enforcement of the above foreigner's rights, directly follow,
in particular, from Article 30 of the Law of 13 June 2003 on the granting of protection to foreigners in
the territory of the Republic of Poland.


a. Refusal to accept an application for international protection

Centre of the Belarusian Solidarity (CBS) has repeatedly fixed the situations in which citizens of the
Republic of Belarus, while trying to cross the Polish border, as well as at BG posts located in Polish
Voivodeships, had no opportunity to apply for international protection. This was due to the refusal of
the Polish BG officers to accept the declaration of their intention to submit an application. According
to international legal acts, the very expression of a desire to file an application, expressed in any form
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accessible to a foreigner, is the fact of the commencement of the proceeding on the case for granting
international protection. In practice, in 2020-2021, there were facts of non-observance of this
international norm:

When crossing a section of the Ukrainian-Polish border, a citizen of Belarus faced a refusal to
apply for international protection. Officers of the Polish BG misled the person regarding his right
to apply without having any other grounds for entry, while urging him to return to the territory
of Ukraine in order to obtain a Polish visa.


When crossing the Belarusian-Polish border, a citizen of Belarus showed his passport as a travel
document, as well as a visa issued for humanitarian reasons. During the border control
procedure, he orally expressed his intention to apply for international protection ("I would like
to apply for the refugee status"). However, BG officers misled the applicant. They motivated their
refusal to accept the application by the fact that this was not their direct duty; and such
an application should be submitted after crossing the border, at some BG point located inside
the country.


A citizen of Belarus applied to the BG, located in the territory of a Voivodeship, declaring his
desire to apply for international protection, but they refused to accept his application. The BG
officers misled him regarding his right to submit such an application, and also strongly
recommended to legalize his stay in Poland on the basis of employment, subject to the
availability of an appropriate visa.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

According to the current legislation, both European and local, the EU member-states are obliged to
provide access to the procedure in the form of accepting the application, as well as considering the case
on the merits. The BG is the body whose function in this matter is only to accept and register an
application for granting international protection; however, the BG is not entitled to assess the reasons
for the application, the degree of persecution, and other applicant's possibilities to legalize his/her stay
in the EU, and, based thereon, to refuse or significantly discourage the submission of applications. The
BG must guarantee the possibility of submitting an application, its immediate registration, access to
information about the legal consequences of submitting one, the rights and obligations of the parties
in the proceedings in the language understandable to the applicant, or the opportunity to use the
services of an interpreter.

b. Deadlines for accepting applications for international protection

According to the Law on the Provision of Protection to Foreigners in Poland, the application must be
accepted immediately, and in exceptional cases – no later than 10 working days from the date of the
declaration of the intention to submit such an application.
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In the light of the European legislation, namely, Directive 2013/32/EC of June 26, 2013,
the participating countries are entitled to extend the application registration period for up to ten
working days if a large number of third-country nationals or stateless persons apply at a time, which in
practice makes it much more difficult to comply with the deadlines for submitting applications.

According to recommendations of the European Commission, member-states should also be able to
deviate from the established deadline by only a limited period of time. Naturally, in practice,
the COVID-19 pandemic makes it much more difficult for national state bodies to meet the established
registration deadlines. However, a balance must be struck between the rights of persecuted persons
and the responsibility of the state to combat the spread of coronavirus. State authorities should not use
the available epidemiological situation as an excuse for any body's inaction or delay in the
implementation of applicants' rights.

c. Priority of accepting applications – ignoring specific needs
of vulnerable groups
A persecuted citizen of Belarus, as well as his spouse in the last month of pregnancy, applied to
the BG with their intention to apply for international protection; however, the BG, having
accepted the declaration, set the date for accepting the application in a few months, thereby
hindering the possibility of receiving social and medical assistance within the framework of the
procedure. According to Polish legislation, the precondition for receiving social assistance is
registration at the centre for foreigners within two days from the date of submitting the
application. The citizens have repeatedly appealed to the BG with a request to appoint
an earlier date for accepting their application, but the BG ignored their requests, referring to the
high workload of the staff and the deficit of translation services.

A family from Belarus with a chronic disease that requires constant medical supervision and
prescription drug therapy, applied to the BG with the intention of immediately filing an
application for international protection, because after their emergency departure from Belarus,
they ran out of medicines. For several days in a row, they came to the BG office with the
intention of submitting an application, but the BG, by ignoring their specific needs, refused to
accept their application out of the general queue, thereby depriving them of the opportunity to
receive timely medical assistance.

A single mother with three minor children, who was forced to urgently leave the territory of
Belarus in connection with the persecution, has repeatedly applied to the BG with the intention
to apply for international protection. The BG refused to accept her application out of the general
queue, appointing the date for accepting one that exceeded the period of 10 days. Thus, this
family was left without a roof over their heads, as well as without livelihood and the opportunity
to use medical assistance. Only 14 days later, after staying in various assistance centres
organized by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil activists, the family managed to
apply and receive the social assistance they were entitled to.
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R e c o m m e n d at i o n s :

In the light of European and international mechanisms for the protection of the rights of humans and
persons with specific procedural needs due to their age, disabilities, illnesses and past traumas must be
provided with the necessary conditions both while submitting applications and throughout the
procedure. Despite the existing epidemiological situation and the need to limit personal contacts, the
ban on free visits to state institutions, it is necessary to design some mechanisms for processing and
registering applications for international protection, as indicated in the recommendations of the
European Commission. Recording or submission of applications can be made by phone or by e-mail.
Other formalities, such as placing a passport into depositary, fingerprinting, or issuance of a temporary
ID certificate, could take place at a later date, for example, when registering at a centre for foreigners.
And despite the fact that Polish state bodies tried to introduce efficient tools for dealing with the
epidemic, in practice the suspension and significant delays in accepting applications led to the fact that
foreigners had no shelter and no means of subsistence. Repeatedly, the CBS's lawyers had, prior to
rendering legal assistance, to establish whether a person had some place to sleep, whether he/she was
hungry and whether he/she needed any medical care. In general, for Belarusians, the situation with the
epidemic significantly influenced the feeling of being safe, despite staying outside Belarus.

2. Getting beyond Border Guard officers' competences
Apart from the above functions, during the epidemic regime that is in force in Poland, in order to speed
up the procedure for granting international protection (see Section III "Efficient Practices"), as well as to
minimize personal contacts between applicants and employees of the Office for Foreigners, the BG was
charged with the transfer of the questionnaire with questions on the merits of the case, which in normal
practice are asked by officers of the Office for Foreigners during the interrogation (the so-called status
interview).

Procedure for the provision of international protection
1

APPLICATION SUBMISSION

The procedure of granting the international protection starts after submitting the declaration
of intent or after personal submission of an application to the Border Guard.

It is possible to ask for international protection on the border or in the territory of the country
at a division of the Border Guard.

At the receipt of the application, the mission of the Border Guard is to fill in the form of application for
international protection based on the applicant's answers and deliver it for consideration to the Head
of the Office for Foreigners.
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After submitting an application, a foreigner must get registered, within two days, at the system
of social and medical care
The body in charge of accepting the
application is the Border Guard

2

The body that considers the case on the
merits is the Office for Foreigners

QUESTIONING (the so-called status interview)

The questioning within the procedure of granting the international protection (the so-called status
interview) is the most important proceeding phase. It is conducted with the aim to clarify all the
important circumstances of the case.

After receiving answers to formal questions, the officer of the Office for Foreigners asks to detail the
reasons for which the applicant has left the country and fears to return to Belarus

3

EVALUATION OF PROOFS

Based on the received information and the general situation in Belarus, the Office analyzes the veracity
of the applicant's testimonies and defines to what extent the fear of persecution or a risk of infliction of
serious harm in case of return to Belarus

4

ISSUANCE OF THE DECISION

Upon the consideration results, the following decision can be issued:
1. On the provision of the refugee status

2. On the refusal to grant the refugee status and on granting the additional protection

3. On the refusal to grant both the refugee status and the additional protection

During the epidemic regime in Poland, the Office for Foreigners has partially abandoned the practice of

conducting interviews in person, when applicants are communicating with Office officers directly in the
Office premises. Instead, applicants can now provide their testimonies on the merits in writing in their
mother tongues.

It should be noted here that this practice has proven to be efficient for a number of reasons (see Section
III "Efficient Practices"). However, the BG staff went beyond their competences, and instead of just
submitting this questionnaire at the moment of filing in the application, used to serve this document
before submitting the application, and even in those cases when Belarusians did not declare their
intention to enter the procedure for granting the international protection. Thus, the BG disoriented
Belarusians and misled them with its actions. Thus, citizens of Belarus did not always understand
whether the proceedings had been initiated and at what stage the procedure was.
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The lawyers of the CBS intervened in this situation and sent an official letter demanding to observe the
current legislation and asking to limit the BG's actions by just submitting the questionnaire, thereby
preserving the idea and concept of practice to ensure the rights enforcement even during the epidemic
period. The uncontrolled and indiscriminate issuance of these questionnaires has also led

to some

chaos in the work of the Office for Foreigners, which is responsible for establishing the fact of whether
the applicant is within the procedure.

A citizen of Belarus, when crossing the Belarusian-Polish border on the basis of a humanitarian
visa, received a questionnaire from the BG staff with questions for a status interview on
the provision of the international protection. However, the Belarusian did not express any
intention to enter this procedure. It should be noted that he did not speak the Polish language
enough to understand the meaning and content of the BG's explanations regarding this
document. Since the document contained information that he needed to take some action
within 14 days,

the Belarusian was concerned about his legal status and turned to the CBS

for legal assistance.


We can note as a general negative practice in BG's actions, which negatively affected
the applicants, the serving of the questionnaire before the acceptance of the application for
international protection itself, registration of this application and clarification of the person's
rights and obligations. Thus, citizens of Belarus, not yet understanding what rights and
obligations they have, and what legal consequences this may have, were already obliged to
provide their testimonies and proofs within 14 days, although the deadline defined directly for
filing an application could occur in 30 days.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :


In our assessment, it is especially important to observe the boundaries of authorities' competences, as
well as to use the created tool in accordance with its purpose and concept. The irrational dissemination
of this questionnaire undermined the credibility of Polish state bodies. Making such mistakes has
negatively affected the functioning of the whole system, because not a single participant in the
procedure followed the "rules of the game". And if the state body, which is referred to as the primary
source of information, systematically performs such actions, then one of the fundamental principles
is violated – to inspire citizens' confidence. Thus, in our opinion, the serving of the questionnaire is
possible only when the applicant, as a more vulnerable party, has been familiarized with the procedure,
his/her rights and obligations in the language that he/she understands, that is, not earlier than at the
time of filing the application for the international protection.

3. Non-preservation of transmitted documents

In the process of filing an application for international protection, apart from the application itself and
the passport, an applicant has the right to attach to the case file the available proofs or other documents
that must be transferred by BG officers to the Office for Foreigners for further consideration.
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Of course, the BG is obliged to take care of the safety of such documents that Belarusians and their
proxies submit along with the application. These can be proofs in the case, a power of attorney and
other documents that contain personal and sensitive data.


The lawyers of the CBS, while representing the interests of Belarusian citizens in the procedure, have
revealed the following violations:

A lawyer of the CBS, on behalf of her principals, citizens of Belarus, has attached to the
declarations of intent to submit applications for international protection the powers of attorney
on the right to represent their interests in the procedure. These sets of documents were sent to
the BG's correspondence address. The BG set a deadline for submission of applications and sent
a response to the authorized person (trustee). The applicants submitted their applications on
their own, without the presence of the trustee. Later, when the applicants began receiving
correspondence from the Office for Foreigners, doubts arose about the transfer of the
documents from the BG. It should be noted that if a trustee is figuring in the case, then all the
correspondence concerning the case should be sent to the trustee. When clarifying the presence
of documents in the case file, it turned out that the documents were not transferred by the BG
staff, which led to the need to re-sign and repeated transfer of powers of attorney.


More than once, the lawyers of the CBS faced the situation when, in the process of familiarizing
themselves with the case materials, these very materials failed to contain the documents that
the applicants had handed over to the BG staff during submitting applications for international
protection. The list of these documents was also absent in the inventory of the case materials,
which gives reason to suggest that the documents were not transferred by the BG staff.

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :


A natural recommendation in this case is the need to transfer documents to the body in charge of the
consideration of the case on the merits, in the safe and sound condition. However, we recommend that
foreigners transfer the originals of proofs and other materials in the case directly to the Office for
Foreigners, as the body in charge of running the administrative process.
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III. Efficient practices
It is worth noting that the COVID-19 epidemic regime in force in Poland did not become an obstacle
to the implementation of Belarusians' rights in the procedure for granting the international protection.
Both Polish authorities and the officers of the Office for Foreigners themselves tried to make use to the
maximum of all available efficient tools in rendering the comprehensive assistance to Belarusians. This
became possible largely thanks to the political will of the Polish authorities, which evidences that there
are no insurmountable circumstances that prevent from finding a balance between the observance of
both human rights and state interests.

We would like to highlight several efficient tools that have implemented in 2020-2021:

1. Declaration of the intent to submit
application for international protection
During the epidemic regime, Belarusians could send their declarations of the intent to submit
an application for international protection to the address for correspondence of the BG in writing, which
made it possible to minimize personal contacts, as well as to receive the exact deadline and time for
filing an application in the form of a written response from the BG.

2. Possibility of testifying in absentia in writing
The opportunity to provide one's testimonies and proofs concerning the case in writing within 14 days
from the date of receiving the questionnaire (for more details, see Section II, point 2) had a positive
effect on the psychological state of Belarusians, since there is no need to be present during
the interview in person, tell strangers about the experienced violence, as well as independently organize
the process of filling out the questionnaire: take breaks or ask for the help of a psychologist or lawyer.

3. Status interview via video link
In most cases, the status interviews were held in writing; however, by the decision of the Office or
at the applicant's request, a meeting with an officers could take place in the Office premises, by ensuring
the necessary epidemiological conditions: all the participants in the process were in separate rooms, and
the conversation was carried out via a video link.
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4. Possibility to receive case information by e-mail
Poland has a fairly high level of bureaucratization of administrative procedures. All the information
exchange between the parties, as a rule, is carried out through postal correspondence, which is rather
burdensome and in fact protracts the process. In 2021, many experts from the Office offered
to exchange information, and in extreme cases even the case materials, via secure e-mail, which
significantly accelerated the transfer of additional materials, allowed applicants to take a more active
part in their cases and greatly simplified contacts with the body.

5. Humanitarian visas as form of temporary protection
Such visas are category D visas, which mean a possibility of legal stay during the entire validity period
thereof, as well as to make an unlimited number of entries and exits. By changing the domestic
legislation, Poland has provided Belarusians with free access to the labour market without being tied to
a specific employer, and also without the need to obtain any additional type of work permit.

6. Validity extension of visas and temporary foreigner's IDs
During the epidemic regime, Poland tried, by enforcing some special legislation, to minimize the number
of people's personal contacts, including visits to government agencies. Thus, based on the so-called
Law on Counteracting the Spread of COVID-19, the validity period of national visas and temporary
foreigner's certificates (IDs) was automatically extended until the end of the 30th day after the abolition
of the epidemic regime.
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Conclusions

The events that affected the mass exodus of Belarusians from their country, unfortunately, coincided
with a rather complicated period for the entire global community, namely, the COVID-19 epidemic. For
many countries, searching for a balance between the respect for human rights and public health has
become a real challenge. It is worth noting that despite all the violations indicated herein, Poland has
taken colossal measures to ensure Belarusians' safety by providing them with protection in various
accessible forms. In September 2020, Poland changed its own legislation in order to allow Belarusian
citizens to cross the border despite the introduced epidemic regime; it provided them with a statefunded place for observing the quarantine, and with an opportunity to obtain a Polish visa in
the territory of other countries; and then it opened access to the labour market for the holders
of humanitarian visas.


Despite the fact that the functions that the BG should perform when interacting with citizens of Belarus
are not their main duties, it is important to understand that the recommendations for improving the BG's
work specified in this material are not excessive. The BG often failed to act in accordance with the
legislation, or, on the contrary, went beyond its competences. The legal norms themselves, both
European and local, fully ensure the implementation of the rights and obligations

of the parties.


Nevertheless, all the described efficient practices that Poland has applied in this difficult period for
everyone have helped to guarantee the realization of the rights of Belarusians and can become
an example for other countries that may face a similar situation.


More than 19,000 Belarusians managed to obtain humanitarian visas; and more than 2000 were able to
use the procedure for granting the international protection. For many, these are just numbers, but the
help was not limited to taking measures at the legislative level; the Polish society showed solidarity and
truly welcomed Belarusians.
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This policy brief was produced within the international project “Network for Belarus”
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DRA e.V., Human Rights in Belarus, Belarusian Community RAZAM, College of Eastern Europe in
Wroclaw, Institute of Political Studies “Political Sphere”, Civic Campaign "Honest People", and Center
of the Belarusian Solidarity. The project is financed by the German Federal Foreign Office within the
Program “Expanding Cooperation with Civil Society in the Eastern Partnership Countries and Russia”
and the German Marshall Fund of the United States.  
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